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All dressed
up, but no
ticket to
see Wagner

By Finn-Ollaf Jones

s your X
o
boy wearing a

in the back seat of a car in which
Td hiched a ride “Siegfried” he
answered

“He likes the dmgon,” added his -
ther, Stepben Specht, who was driving

us to Bayreuth, Germany.
‘Where else in the world would one
comfortably ask an I-year-old such o

guestion?
With two renowned opera houses
:ndamﬁchumﬁcmgﬁ

has betn going on since Richard Wago-
et first conducted his
“Ring des Nibe! here in 1876,
Stepping off the train in Bayreuth
without an opera ticket SeEm A
sad, especially up
the hill north of town seeing the

Blame the Margravine Wilhelmina
{margravine wos a noble title in the
Holy Roman Empire) for what had
been a backwater town's entry omto

the world , The like
her ick the Great, was
an enlightened ruler devoted to music

mmurmummmum
she planned and built the New

with its Barogue Oriental designs and
intimate rooms bursting with painted
and sculptured vines, flowers and
trees — a lighthearted style now
known as Bayreuth Rococo

Prdcgraghn by O
Weggner's Festspielhons, o Bayreuth, Germany, scene of an anmwal festival for which there is o severai-year waiting list for tickets.

B - S ]

The fromt of Wigner's home, Wahnfried,
mn{pm‘fmmmsmn‘;mm

Germany's most promioent  opera
house aod this she got, along with an Z7-
meter-, or B9-fool-deep stage that was
the larpest in Europe,

The opera house is what attracted
Richard Wagner to Bayreuth in the

Zﬁ{hee,armﬂdrhha'rhml blank
from his ardent fan King Ludwig

1 of Bavaria ing in the Mar-
gravial Opera Howse in Wagner
must have poti the ancient scull

Hotel Goldener Anlker next to the Mar-

tal Opera House, showing me a
F""-"—‘m room at the end of a cormidor
om the first floor, said, “This is the bed-
room where Hitler liked to stay. But we

mmsicians who have slept bere.”
Hitler, a fanatical Wagnerian, and his
g the 205 and -m.""’m‘“"’u’;';“‘w‘““‘““
ing 20s
became pasociated with the TE-
gime. When the victorions Allies occu-
ped Germany after the war, they didn't
allow the to reopen until
1951, six years after Hitler's defeat.
Secaring @ table in the hotel’s clubby
wood-paneted restaurant doring the
opera sexson s almost as hard as get-
ting a Festspiele ticket. But last month,

Harhong lov The Few Tork T

iht.com/travel

A and with sugpestions
ﬁﬂ:ﬁm Germay,

1was one of only four diners in the res-
taurant {(though it turns out that the
ing at the next table was o re-

). 1 ate -
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